
Memorandum 

To: Mr. Roger and Al (The Movable Art Project) 

From : Nishchal Banskota 

Date: October 11, 2012 

Re: The Movable Art Database 

This is to inform you that the Movable Art Database Project has been completed and is in 

operation as of today, October 11, 2012. A database is a storage unit which is designed to offer 

an organized mechanism for storing, managing and retrieving information in various formats. 

The main purpose of using databases instead of spreadsheets and other programs are that it 

allows one to retrieve all the records that match certain criteria, update records in bulk, cross-

reference records in different tables and perform complex aggregate calculations.  

The primary goals of the project included creating a database which could generate the list of 

paintings along with all of its specific details, the museums to which the paintings were shipped 

and the shipping details. Furthermore, the database was to be designed so as to generate 

paintings by two specific artists namely Picasso and Warhol, list the paintings that were created 

before 1900 belonging to New York, generate the specific paintings matching the shipping ID 

criteria and group the total number of paintings pertaining to specific shipping ID. Lastly, a 

report was to be created that grouped paintings according to the museums they were assigned to. 

All of the goals have been achieved upon the completion of the project.  

Several tables, queries and reports have been created in the database which have been 

explained systematically here within the memorandum.  



A) Tables 

The four tables that are created in the database include specific details about the paintings, 

museums, shipping and shipping line items and they are explained as follows: 

1) Table 1 (Art): The art table is designed to keep track of all the paintings with its unique 

ID number, the artist, year it was made and the owner ID. Since the owners did not want 

to be identified, a unique number has been assigned to every single of them. 

2) Table 2 (Museums): The second table, Museums, lists specific details about the 

museums which include the museum ID, its full address and contact information. 

3) Table 3 (Shipping): The shipping table keeps track of the shipping ID, the museum to 

which a specific painting is transferred to and the date in which the painting is shipped. 

Moreover, this table is specifically designed to inform the users whether the paintings are 

insured or not. 

4) Table 4 (Shipping Line Item): The last table, shipping line item, records every single 

painting and the its shipping through shipping and art ID. 

Appendix 1 shows the exact format of the tables that haven created in the database.  

B) Queries 

Queries are a powerful tool that help to retrieve specific information in any format wanted or 

that matches any criteria specified. In simpler terms, queries basically sort the information in 

specific ways. The Movable Art database includes a total of four queries that are explained 

below. 



1) Query 1 (Paintings by Picasso and Warhol): This select query is designed to generate 

specific paintings made by two famous artists namely Picasso and Warhol. It displays the 

painting name, the artist and the museum that has borrowed the specific paintings.  

2) Query 2 (Pre-1900 and NY paintings): The second query generates specific paintings 

that were made before the year 1900 and is currently on loan to New York museums. The 

Query displays the painting name and ID, the artist and he museum details. 

3) Query 3 (Shipping List by ID): This query is designed in a specific way which prompts 

the user to enter the shipping ID. Since, many paintings are transferred in one shipment, it 

displays all the paintings that are shipped in the user defined shipment ID.  

4) Query 4 (Number of Paintings Shipped): The fourth query counts the total number of 

paintings that are shipped in one shipment and displays the result through shipping ID 

and number of painting columns.  

Appendix 2 shows the results that are generated when the queries are run. 

C) Reports 

Reports are basically an easier way to view the information which shows all the fields that 

have been created in the tables or the queries. Reports are used to portray information in an 

organized and attractive way.  

Only one report has been created in the database but reports can be generated with just a 

click from any table or query. The Art Exhibits report is created through the query of the same 

name which displays the name of the museums and all of the paintings that are load to the 

specific museums.  

Appendix 3 shows the exact format of what a report looks like.  



The Movable Art Database is a simple but flexible database which is perfect for a small 

business. Complicated database is not required with the current amount of information provided. 

However, with the expansion of the business, the database can be extended to offer wide-ranging 

opportunities to store and organize the growing amount of data. 

The expansion prospects includes the development of specific forms which would enable 

a representative of the museums to enter the specific paintings required themselves rather than 

the user manually entering data. Furthermore, automatic shipments can be arranged with 

establishing links to the shipment companies in order to ease the lengthy manual procedure. 

Similarly, for handling extensive amount of information, more number of specific queries can be 

designed to meet the exact demands of the customers.  

There are wide possibilities in making extensive use of database but for the business, a 

simple and easy to use database like the one created is perfect. For first-time users, databases 

might be overwhelming and confusing. Hence, please do not hesitate to contact me with any 

database related questions or for further information.  
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